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Norris, George Fighting Liberal. Macmillan. May 


15, 1945. 419p. $3.50. 


new branch law, wholly unknown the earlier 
time,” writes Pope Pius Quadragesimo Anno, “has 
arisen from this continuous and unwearied labor 
protect vigorously the sacred rights the workers that 
flow from their dignity men and Christians.” 
can think greater tribute the memory the late 
George Norris than say that his forty years the 
Congress the United States did much any 
his contemporaries ,and ever much more than most 
them) developing this “new branch law” 
America. And did with rugged integrity pur- 
pose and scrupulous regard for details that have seldom 
been equalled the annals the Congress. 


His autobiography—which was completed only eight 
weeks before his death and which, presumambly, was 
cooperative effort, with Mr. James Lawrence receiving 
“unlimited credit for his work research, editing and 
rearranging the material its present review 
only the major highlights Norris’s distinguished 
legislative career. Particular atention paid his 
decent tariff system, his opposition our becoming in- 
volved World War his investigation the Teapot 
Dome scandal, his long and wearying struggle for the 
TVA, his efforts favor the Lame Duck Amend- 
ment, etc. The book not, any means, complete and 
definitive study any one these important battles. 
But does provide handy framework for the future 
biographer who, hoped, will soon provide 
with such study. Meanwhile, may grateful for 
welcome addition steadily-growing body Ameri- 
cana—an interesting book and about one the most 
distinguished American legislators. 


Norris lived long enough become authentic spokes- 
man for two distinct periods American history: the 
pioneering days the early West and the much more 
complicated and crucial period which are still 
living. was blessed with flexibility mind and 
spirit which enabled him meet the social and economic 
challenges the present without, for moment, losing 
sight the sound traditions the past. this 
differed somewhat, should say, from some the more 
strident liberals who jealously tried appropriate 
him his later years their own private possession. 
Norris was liberal, sure—but his liberalism was 
far cry from that rather fuzzy and intolerant mysticism 
some his secularist devotees. While true that 
there little evidence his autobiography that 
Norris understood appreciated the relevance organ- 
ized religion the problems the moment, did pre- 
serve, the end his life, simple, shadowy, belief 
God. One would like think that was this belief 
(which owed large measure remarkable, 
somewhat Puritanical, mother) that accounted for the 
delicacy his conscience, his admirable humility and 
devotion duty, his almost heroic charity towards even 
his bitterest political enemies, and the integrity his 
public life. 

Towards the end his career was presented with 
testimonial which had kind words say about his “inde- 
pendence partisan politics, for the fight for political 
and economic freedom for all human beings, for the sup- 
pression monopoly and special privilege, for honesty 
and efficiency government, for elimination racial 
and religious prejudices and for economic security and 
freedom from want for all.” admirable summary 
the career great man whose philosophy life 
was expressed with feeling (if with pardonable confusion) 
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Norris Lothar Molloy 


follows: “The truth that religion and politics 
are one and the same. has not always been so. 

have come this belief, not because tried to, perhaps, 
even because wanted to, but because have been 
human events. Politics, belief, the science 
government, and political parties are only instruments— 
imperfect bring about good government. 
government, its truest sense, only method 
bring humanity the greatest amount happiness and 
founded, after all, upon the love man for man.” 


shall have need men like George Norris the 
Congress the United States the days ahead. They 
will profit, terms inspiration, reading his 
autobiography, but they will need good deal col- 
lateral reading fill tiie gaps which are left Norris’s 
recording the political history the United States 
during the past forty years. 

Rev. George Higgins, 

Social Action Dept., N.C.W.C., 

Washington 


Lothar, Ernst. The Prisoner. Doubleday. April 26, 


1945. 308p. $2.75. 


Again Ernst Lothar has used cleverly subject current 
interest the framework for his latest novel, character 
study the defection young Nazi from the party 
ideology with which had been indoctrinated. The 
opening and closing scenes the story are laid 
prisoner war camp Colorado against the background 
secret Nazi terror agency which functioning within 
the camp the spirit the old Germanic Fehme. The 
author locates himself professor small Colorado 
college from which summoned the commander 
the camp speak with terror-stricken year old 
Austrian prisoner effort uncover the activities 
the secret organization which known function- 
ing within the camp under the auspices the Nazi officer 
corps. meets the prisoner, Anton (Toni) Fritsch, 
whose father had once befriended, and learns that 
under sentence death for defection from Nazi prin- 
ciples. Anton then tells the story his change heart 
unfolded Vienna during the past year. 


late 1943 Toni was student the famed Theresianum 
preparing for the study medicine, his heart’s desire. 
was deeply imbued with Nazi principles and believed 
ardently the justice and righteousness the Nazi cause. 
short, was model Nazi youth, though Austrian. 
Christmastime sum money was stolen another 
student, the son official, and the blame was 
placed the innocent Toni. spite all his 
prove his innocence was after superficial 
investigation and barred from all preparatory with- 
the Greater Reich. His faith justice was momentarily 
shaken but was soon recovered when remembered 
the promises his party teachers protect the honor 
the Hitler Youth. carried his appeal from official 
higher official and even the sacrosanct Hitler but 
without success. his case grew more hopeless his faith 
Nazi justice weakened and began question the 
truth the things had been taught. Toni had been 
intimate with Laura Winkler, Nazi madschen but his 
misfortune she deserted him. Anna, young artist whose 


Best SELLERS 


apartment they had used, was attracted Toni and did 
her best prove his innocence but unsuccessfully. Gradu- 
ally Toni became more aware her and just before 
left for active service with the army the front 
married her. the army Toni was cleansed the last 
vestiges Nazism through his association with young 
Communist. Gradually became anti-Nazi and 
his youthfulness did not hesitate show it. 


Toni found himself under the command Remitz, the 
boy who had originally stolen the money the Theresi- 
anum. Remitz humiliated Toni constantly and the latter 
planned kill him but when Remitz was fatally wounded 
while attacking Allied beachhead D-day Toni 
forebore his revenge. Toni was captured and sent 
America prisoner and his anti-Nazi attitude brought 
him the attention the secret group which placed him 
under sentence death. The author attempts free 
Toni order save him but induced return 
the camp that the secret organization may broken 
up. Toni’s sentence meeting the 
court, disguised religious service, but 
saved and the organization dispersed. the story ends 
incredibly Anna arrives join Toni with the implication 
that they now have the chance begin new life 
together. 


the past Mr. Lothar has shown that extremely 
competent author who can construct very readable 
story. His present effort confirms that ability. has 
produced efficiently done character study the young 
Nazi who failed realize the evil inherent the prin- 
ciples had imbibed until those principles were applied 
his own personal case. Finally comes realize 
that Nazism was not only unjust him but many 
other persecuted classes. Throughout the book the 
proach almost entirely humanistic and one can scarcely 
say that Mr. Lothar has realized the full potentialities 
his subject. However what done done fairly well. 
There are two instances immorality, the one sexual, 
the other, falsification permit marriage, but neither 
offensive and both are part the characterization. 
the whole the book suitable for adults. 


Literary Selection 


Molloy, Way. Macmillan. 
$2.75. 


Robert Molloy’s first novel rather wearisome exposi- 
tion depressing theme—the vagaries and squabbles 
two old ladies (sisters), one whom finally becomes 
religious maniac, while the other finds peace con- 
her sister’s death—that nothing matters 
much. 


Mrs. Andrew Sharp and Mrs. William Fisher, long- 
widowed sisters, called, the Southern fashion, their 
social intimates and equals “Miss and “Miss 
Tessie,” are, when the story opens 1910, Charleston, 
South Carolina, and respectively. Both are poor. 
Miss Julie lives with her son-in-law, Henry O’Donnell, 
and his wife, Annette. Miss Tessie lives apart lodg- 
ings. The sisters have not been speaking terms since 
their last quarrel six years previously. Miss Julie stout, 
easy-going and fond food. Miss Tessie spare, ill- 
tempered and generally austere. Both are devout Cath- 
olics, the type whose religious instincts are largely satis- 
fied with much church-going and endless recitation 
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indulgenced prayers. Miss Julie even keeps account 
little notebook the indulgences gained her each day. 
(The author, the way, seems think that indulgences 
are remissions sin—a notion which any parochial 
school child could have disabused him.) 


Miss Tessie and Miss Julie, hearing sermon the text, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers,” become reconciled. Miss 
Tessie persuades Miss Julie leave the O’Donnells anc 
come live with her. After year increasing tension, 
the partnership ends explosion mutual recrimi- 
nation, and Miss Julie rents room for herself. Most 
her money having been lost through theft, Miss 
Julie nearly starves, but pride holds her from 
return Henry O’Donnell’s, one day she falls 
the street and Negro helps her Henry’s house, which 
again becomes her home. 

Meanwhile, Miss Tessie, pinched poverty, has tried 
soliciting magazine subscriptions and addressing envelopes 
but with scant success. the absence Miss 
Julie gone visit Chattanooga, induces Miss Tessie 
share his home. There she develops religious mania, 
beginning with dream about the Blessed Virgin which 
she takes for vision and ending with fixed idea that 
God wants her (as the recipient this heavenly favor) 
seen everyone Charleston. she prowls 
about public places, regardless the weather, regardless, 
too, the Miss Julie’s pleas. length she 
collapses and taken home Henry’s die. She dies 
happy her delusion, leaving Miss Julie happy, also, 
that four-year period turmoil The book ends 
Henry tells Miss Julie that the Archduke Austria 
has just been assassinated and she replies: “He probably 
deserved it.” 


What local color Pride’s Way has true its supposed 
locale, yet the story does not impress one essentially 
Charlestonian. Its events and principal figures, save for 
details, would fit into almost any town 
any State. 


The book well-written, its characters developed con- 
sistently and with considerable skill. Adult readers whom 
fictionalized studies psychology not bore will find 
mildly Henry O’Donnell’s conversation 
furnishes the profanity without which, seems, run-of- 
mine novel can nowadays get press—and bars the book 
from any recommendation young people. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Nobel Prize Award, 1944 


Jensen, Johannes The Long Journey. Knopf. 


16, 1945. 677p. $3.50. 


Herr Jensen’s trilogy demands other criteria than those 
ordinary fiction, for rather writing titanic evolu- 
tionary fantasy great lyric power. lyricism, The 
Long Journey, which was the main factor winning for 
its Danish author 1944’s Nobel award literature, 
sheerly magnificent. Only the Slav can equal the Scandi- 
navian the way empathetic identification with nature. 
One remembers Sienkiewicz’s Poland and Tolstoi’s Russia 
upon turning these pages where the face Denmark 
flashes back from lake and fjord. Gorki once described 
the white-haired Tolstoi sitting Crimean sea beach 
Yalta: 


Apr. 


Jensen 


seemed like old stone come life, who knows 
the beginnings and ends things, who considers 
when and what will the end the stones, the 
grasses, the earth, the waters the sea, and 
the whole universe from pebble the sun. 


Francis Hackett chronicles his introduction, Jen- 
sen’s personality produces not dissimilar effect. “Silenc 

never communicated, and stays gravely silent, like 
image carved hard wood.” This quality elemental 
silence almost indigenously Scandinavian. Belloc once 
labelled “the Northern and underlies the 
volumes Jensen’s greater compatriots and fellow Nobel 
winners, Swedish Protestant Verner von Heidenstam and 
Norwegian Catholic Sigrid Undset. Only their books 
but motif within the fuller orchestration great 
character creation and dramatic power, which qualities 
constitute the measure their superiority over Jensen’s 
essentially static method. His figures never come alive, 
although should pointed out that, considering his 
purpose, does not intend they shall; but his frieze 
stiff with heroic myth. 

view world history, Herr Jensen’s epic novels, which 
understand the law entropy better than they its 
divine author who also wrote the Book Job, are 
much shakier ground. Phony but splendid scope 
visualization might not inaccurate verdict. has 
gone record saying that The Long Journey, with its 
peculiar melange poetic Darwinism and Nordic racial 
theorizing, designed rival the Biblical account crea- 
tion; hardly succeeds there, course. fact, point 
intellectual cogency, Jensen’s fantasy must stand third 
behind the gloomy determinism the Immanent Will 
Hardy’s Dynasts and the gay Lamarckianism Shaw’s 
Back Methuselah; for, spite his evolutionary 
crotchets, fundamentally Jensen seems more Christian 
temperament than either the Engilsh fatalist the 
Irish Calvinist. Shaw’s plays frequently ignore the agnostic 
challenge their prefaces; similarly Jensen’s imagination 
appears yearn for the Orthodoxy his mind reiects. His 
attachment what calls “the most beautiful mvth 
the Middle Ages—the Virgin Marv”, wistful Henry 
Adams love for the Maiden Chartres; his juggling 
the St. Christopher story reverently beautiful and far 
more fundamentalist than those enfants terribles among 
Catholic hagiographers, Frs. Thurston and Martindale, 
would allow. But his reading has taught him that, with 
the Renaissance, “the fatal hour had struck for the whole 
fundamental view life which the mental edifice 
Eurove rested”, and The Long Journey becomes time 
novel direct antithesis Lewis’s Out the Silent 
Planet, and thesis comparative religion attempting 
rebut the counter position The Everlasting Man. But 
even here his heart thrills nostalgically the ancient 
spell the Catholic past, and Norna Gest, his Jutlander 
protagonist who cannot die until the Norns’ candle stub 
burns down, receives baptism before Olav Trygvason 
cause found that what the clerk who confessed him 
said about the future life seemed reasonable enough”. 


Jensen’s mythopoeic faculty extremely powerful; follow- 
ing the cyclical theory Vico, his handling the system 
fresher than Joyce’s Mann’s, and original myth- 
maker must ranked high even among those greatest 
modern creators myth, the Scandinavians. Norna 
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Gest, his Viking protagonist, like Irish the Fianna 
Fail before Patrick, cannot pass from life until has 
taken Christianity from Olav; Norna Gest older even 
than most ancient the Irish heroes, for his mem- 
ory reaches back thousands years across the ages 
Iron, Bronze and Stone the great Ice Sheet. comes 
surprise here learn that Jensen had translated 
extensively from Whitman early 1904; Gest the Old 
has his genesis Leaves Grass: 


went about with them their workshops and lent 
observant eye their trade, the work ship- 
builders, which had absorbed the cunning many 
generations, craft could never tire keeping 
with; blew the smith’s bellows for him and kept 
going with its puff and sigh, heard the fire roar with its 
blue abysses and watched the smith toss the slag from 
the iron before began shape the anvil. The 
cooper’s work fascinated him, and hard was leave 
the joiner and the refreshing smell wood his 
workshop. The wares the small tradesmen had 
many things say him. 


much sing across the centuries Whitman’s Song 
the Open Road down the hills and dales the North- 
land Gest does; much more tread the via dolo- 
down those same Northern roads with Kristin Lav- 
ransdatter and Olav Audunsson. That one the 
reasons why Fru Undset will counted greater novelist 
the end than her fellow Scandinavian and Nobel 
winner. 

Charles Brady, 

Canisius College 


* 


Stewart, George Names the Land. Historical 
Account Place-Naming the United States. Random 


House. Apr. 23, 1945. $3.00. 


Names the Land beautiful and informative book. 
opens map the United States blank every 
name, and closes map dotted with two hundred 
names, suggestive the several milli ions designating the 
land. The book describes process this naming and 
discusses the most significant and the most interesting 
these names. 


Spaniards, the English, the French, the sections the 
country, and important historical events, such as, finally, 
names changed set this war. The Spaniards often 
named place after the saint whose day was dis- 
covered. The New England Puritans wanted saints 
names nor royalist names, generally taking over names 
familiar English geography. The Virginians were 
royalists and named after kings and their families. The 
Puritans were bit when they realized that 
Boston “was but Saint Botolph’s Mather 
wrote (p. 50)! Because the French help the Revolu- 
tion, epidemic suffix ville developed, Indiana, for 
example, having more than hundred post-offices ending 
ville (p. After most the Indians had been 
exterminated, romantic nostalgia for Indian names de- 
veloped. Even such ugly combinations Connecticut 
and Massachusetts were defended euphonious. Yo- 
emite was named the expedition that was out 
exterminate the tribe. Indian names more frequently are 
ugly true translation than beautiful the shower-of- 
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sparkling-crystals manner assorted romantic propon- 
ents (p. 283). However, they are picturesque because 
their uniqueness. 


There are too many interesting items justice them 
review. Because the bi-monthly Best Sellers was 
born there the reviewer swelled with pride read 
that Scranton had evolved through eight names such 
Scrantonia, Lackawanna, Harrison (1845), Slocum Hol- 
low, Deep Hollow, until came upon its very first 
designation Skunk’s Misery, whereup hastily turned 
the page. Philadelphia started the happy system nam- 
ing streets numbers (p. 105). 1811 New York intro- 
duced numbering streets one way and avenues the other 
way. Washington, C., introduced the device letter- 
ing streets alphabetically. Boston and San Diego pion- 
ered using patriotic plant names alphabetical 
order, thus combining system with sentiment. native 
ilwaukee, the reviewer was happy note that this 
name coming from the Algonquian Milo-aki means good 
land (p. 86), whereas the rival Chicago Algonquian 
meant onion-place and that furthermore “in the Algon- 
quian language words related that for onion and 
apply also the skunk” (p. 86). fact senator, when 
one time the name Cheyenne was obiected meaning 
snakes, defended saying that “Chicago was getting 
along well with name ‘derived from animal odious 
anywhere else’” (p. 312)! Yes, the book full inter- 
esting items. 


The author’s attitude sound and sensible. regrets 
that the clumsy name United States was not changed 
Columbia, wants names like Los Angeles Americanized 
pronunciation, commends the variety culture back- 
ground our names, regrets awkward uneuphonious 
names, possibly shade too partial crude virile 


and picturesque names, and could bit more enthusi- 
astic toward saint’s names. His tone against 
during wars. His fral comment that 


American names remarkable job wholesale 
and that country name-giving 
never ends. The book gives feeling for good naming. 


manner arrangement, selection, and treatment, that 
what mig have become mere catalogue iis now re- 
interesting readirg. There good index, and, 
the Postscript, suggested bibliography. The book 
good supplementary reading for courses etymology, 
foreign languages, geography, and history. good 

dition any library, and one would imagine 
some interest anyone who can read. recom- 
mended everybody. 


Tolischus, Otto Through Eves. Reynal and 


Hitchcock. Apr. 16, 1945. 182p. $2.00. 


This book most useful guide understanding 
Japan. Short, compact, and unpretentious, gives far 
more real and important information than most the 
books written about the Far East since Pearl Harbor. Too 
many the latter are personaliz and ac- 
counts written who either lack the necessary 
knowledge the countries they write whose 
views have changed accordance with the international 
situation. not necessary mention the names the 
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authors who once either admired Japan excused her 
against China, who now want utterly de- 
stroy her. 


contrast such writers, Mr. Tolischus, both when 
Germany and Japan correspondent for the New 
York Times, sent dispatches based careful study the 
German and Japanese press and similar re- 
ports were penetrating, objective, and packed with in- 
formation. 


this book, Mr. Tolischus lets the Japanese speak for 
themselves—the most effective method for conveying 
understanding the “ideology” which dominates their 
national life and their war aims and national char- 
acteristics. The greater part the contents Through 
Japanese Eyes consists quotations from the Japanese 
press, from the speeches her public men, intellectuals 
and militarists and from Japanese books. 


The author’s introductions each section are master- 
pieces concise exposition giving the 
reader the necessary background information for under- 
standing the quotations which 
and without special pleading, the author gives valuable 
account recent Japanese history, Japan’s preparations 
for war, her diplomacy, the position the Emperor, her 
attitude toward the West, her relations with China and 
with Russia, and the whole complexity the Far Eastern 
war. Nor does omit some pertinent quotations con- 
cerning Japanese atrocities which “reproduced whole- 
sale scale the horrors which the world had seen Lidici”. 


particularly valuable have American writer 
who knows both Nazi Germany and Japan, stressing the 
even greater “megalomaniac projection” the Japanese 
national ego than the German. For, truly says, 
most American “experts” make difference between Japan 
and Germany favor the latter. 


writes: “While the German madness recent 
infection germinated German political philosophers 
and inoculated into the masses demagogues, the Jap- 
anese disease far more serious. hereditary and 
congenital, integral part the Japanese character, and 
the foundation the whole Japanese religious, social and 
political system. has its roots centuries indoc- 
trination with savage and primitive and purely national 
religion known Shinto.” 


One quotation may suffice here. statement 
Major General Tada, who said: “The divine mission 
Japan puts her above treaty breaking because what would 
wrong the rest the world right Japan. For 
Japan, any means justifies the end.” 

Chen Chih-mai, 

Counselor, Chinese Embassy, 

Washington, 


* * 


Bromfield, Louis. Pleasant Valley. Apr. 


1945. 302p. $3.00. 


This book the story the personal experiences the 
author who spent his boyhood farm the rolling 
country Northeastern Ohio. After absence thirty 
years returned Pleasant Valley where bought four 
farms and began live and think terms “Malabar”, 
name brought from India. began his travels 
soldier World War and spent most the intervening 


Bromfield 


Manchester 


years different countries Europe writer. Pleasant 
Valley his twentieth book. contains many references 
(and way follow-up to) one his earlier books, 
The Farm, published 1933. The point view 
Pleasant Valley properly stated the preface these 
words: “This book not written for the agricultural ex- 
perts—but for the average reader who does not know too 
much about the earth and what goes and above 
is, frankly, romantic book, written the pro- 
found belief that farming the most honorable pro- 
fessions and unquestionably romantic and inspiring one.” 


The strong points the book are the detailed descriptions 
the landscape, the buildings, the farming practices, the 
wild animals, the household pets and the character 
the people who have made the valley what 
unfortunate that the author didn’t more clearly indicate 
that central and higher Power which lies behind the 
beauty and romance nature which has ably de- 
scribed. 

Mr. Bromfield looks upon the soil the nucleus our 
civilization and much disturbed over the extent and 
rate soil erosion losses which have failed check 
adequately. many points agreement with the 
beliefs expressed Plowman’s Folly Edward Faulk- 
ner which was reviewed the May 1944 issue Best 
Sellers. the other hand, highly hopeful rapid 
progress recovering past erosion losses proper farming 
practices. These practices has established Malabar 
with remarkable results. However, his conclusions that 
all farmers could likewise with similar results must 
tempered with the fact that not all soils are glacial 
origin and, therefore, differ from those Malabar 
parent material, depth, texture, structure, drainage con- 
ditions and response treatment. 


The author has deep seated feeling that our national 
stability could greatly strengthened more families 
would leave their crowded living conditions and establish 
home patch land where they would have daily 
contact with plant and animal life and enjoy the inde- 
pendence which would result from their initiative. Such 
families, argues, have anchorage and can weather de- 
pressions without governmental other aid. They are 
constant asset the nation instead periodic liability. 
The thoughtless wasting our natural resources and 
buying the installment plan has increased the number 
dependent citizens point well beyond national 
safety. sees little hope for correction the stream 
policies and regulations flowing from our centers 
industry and government. 


gratifying see book this nature reach the best 
seller level and know that many readers are inter- 
ested thinking our soils and our people relation 
solid citizenship and national security. 

Paulus, 

Associate Professor, Agricultural Education, 

University Tennesse 


Scientific Book Club---April Selection 


Manchester, Harold. New World Machines. Random 
House, Mar. 19, 1945. xiii, 313p. $3.00. 


The New World Machines may somewhat 
misleading. However, the more appropriate subtitle 
“Research, Discovery, Machines” serves delineate its 
real scope. Thus, the author treats not only machines 


Lewis 


such the new gas turbine but also the development 
artificial rubber. The book written simple language 
for the non-technical reader and the author’s purpose 
writing seen his following words from the preface: 
“We are the threshold the greatest technological 
advance since the development the internal combus- 
tion engine. flood discoveries and inventions first 
dammed world depression, then devoted mainly 
war uses, will released soon the arts peace are 
resumed, and man must prepare himself for its impact 
upon all the conditions his Contributing greatly 
the significance the book the author’s emphasis 
the part that scientific research has played bringing 
about the major inventions and discoveries recent times. 
One other feature the book deserving attention 
that the author explains most cases the scientific prin- 
ciples involved the workings the machines and pro- 
cesses which describes, and but for few minor excep- 
tions his facts are correct. 

The book divided into three parts with the titles, 
“Taming the Spectrum,” “Motors and Miles,” and “New 
Materials, New Methods.” the first part the writer 
treats the early discoveries and studies electronic 
phenomena and the subsequent application the 
knowledge thus gained the development the electron 
vacuum tube which the heart the ordinary radio and 
such special war-time devices radar. addition 
this first part also covers the development and uses 
such things photographic techniques and equipment, 
photoelectric devices, polarized light 
lighting. 

Part concerned with the developments various 
types power plants and the fuels and lubricants 
they use. striving increase the power and efficiency 
our reciprocating engines they have become more and 
more complex constantly requiring stronger and more 
precise parts along with more highly refined fuels. This 
had speeded two developments, long the dream 
engineers and scientists, the jet engine and the gas tur- 
bine, which are much less complex and addition use 
simpler fuels. Corresponding progress meatllurgy has 
made them and the our high lati- 
tude planes possible. There are some significant notes 
this section the book concerning our dwindling petro- 
leum supply and the possibilities substitutes for the 
future. 

The last part the book considers variety new ma- 
terials and methods which have speeded our war 
effort and which will doubt contribute greatly our 
future welfare. There is, for example, the story the 
monumental task developing our artificial rubber in- 
dustry when our supply natural rubber was cut 
the early days the Pacific War. Although artificial 
rubber has some short-comings for certain purposes there 
are some types which have definite advantages over the 
natural product. However the author suggests that the 
research chemist may improve the artificial rubber 
the near future that may not necessary nor desirable 
return the use natural ruber. The economic 
questions involved this connection are brought out and 
the author considers some solutions. 


Part III also considers such subjects as: plastics, especially 
the new war-time plastic products and their possible uses 
after the war; powder new field metals 
and unpredictable future—which has speeded many 


SELLERS 


war schedules; air conditioning and its applications war 
plants and even the battle front; new farm machines 
and methods which have made possible meet the 
increased food demands recent years. 


This book can recommended the average reader 
who desires well informed since will give him 
rather accurate picture the present state technological 
progress and the influences these developments are 
likely have his life the coming years. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Lewis, Beyond Personality. Macmillan. May 


1945. viii, 68p. $1.00. 

Mr. Lewis warns that was warned not give the 
radiotalks that form the chapters this book because the 
ordinary listener (and the ordinary reader) not inter- 
ested theology. Fortunately, does not think the 
ordinary person such fool that warning would 
indicate. people are all interested God, thinks, 
then they should interested having accurate 
idea possible about Him. gave the series talks, 
here published, about God, theology, dogma, Christian 
doctrine. 

What wants present the doctrine historical 
Christianity, because, his simplicity, maintains that 
historical Christianity Christianity; and that, even 
though person’s interest the matter mere curiosity, 
still curiosity about something real and not about 
something imaginary. Consequently undertakes 
explain popular style what the Church has always 
taught about Creation, the Trinity, Redemption, Grace. 
his contention that theology practical; that 
life, not library document museum piece. to- 
gether with admirably simple explanation the 
essential facts Christian Revelation, points out the 
practical consequences each the doctrines dis- 
cusses. Never preachy pedantic, takes pains 
expose the fallacy the popular ideas Christianity, 
religion that rests feeling and not conviction. One 
the most remarkable qualities Lewis’ thinking and 
writing religious subjects has been his uncompromising 
honesty. Feelings, matter how compelling they may 
be, never interfere with the acceptance truth where 
truth evident. This quality was especially notable 
The Problem Pain, and also notable this volume. 
“The terrible thing, the almost impossible thing,” tells 
us, hand over your whole your wishes and 
precautions Christ. But it’s far easier than what we’re 
all trying all trying let our 
mind and heart their own way—centered money 
pleasure ambition—and hoping, spite this, 
behave honestly and chastely and And that 
exactly what Christ warned you couldn’t do” (p. 41) 


Mr. Lewis does not write book because feels that 
there market for that type book; writes what 
writes because feels that ought said and ought 
read. full sympathy with both his purpose and 
his accomplishment, recommend this small volume 
all who are seriously interested serious things. The 
least will provide lesson how think about 


the truths religion. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 
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Catholic Book Club---March Selection 


Halecki, History Poland. (Translated Monica 
Gardner and Mary Corbridge-Patkaniowska). Roy, 
Publishers. 1943. xiii, 336p. $3.50. 


Now that Poland has again become definite factor 
the arrangement the post-war Europe, timely 
recall the brilliant synthesis that country’s story told 
but two years back one its most distinguished spe- 
Dr. Halecki speaks original, thoughtful 
investigator and, professedly, Pole, himself trusting 
that his pages will “not false the national conscience 
even the personal opinions their author.” 


the other hand, Professor Halecki’s measured treat- 
ment has part with the sentimental bias tub- 
thumping frankly faces errors committed 
Poland. That country’s early age the rugged indi- 
vidual, with its general toleration competitive dynastic 
aspirations power, led Conrad Masovia introduce 
the Teutonic Knights (1230) for the purpose conquer- 
ing and converting his neighbors, the Prussians. The 
dangerous weakness inherent elective monarchy 
ended only too easily foreign control and chaos- 
breeding nightmare democratic principles gone wild, 
the Liberum Veto. Poland’s tragic failure solve the 
Cossack problem led the loss the Ukraine 1654. 
The same national traditions feudal prerogatives had 
caused the country’s imprudent espousal the interests 
the False Demetrii Russia, and bred such acts 
questionable patriotism the Dumb Diet’s (1717) wel- 
come the Russians preference the creation 
strong monarchy called for the emergency. The author 
Poland (after contrary tradition centuries); Russians 
and Prussians became champions Poland’s religious 
minorities. After the War the Polish Succession and 
the arrival the second Saxon king Poland became 
“roadside inn” for foreign armies during the subsequent 
wars the continent. 


But Dr. Halecki conscious pattern European 
destiny for Poland through all its centuries success and 
failure. has skillfully presented philosophy that 
country’s history; with “nothing chimerical its nature,” 
amounts simply active appreciation for historical 
Poland’s fixed place the European scheme things, 
based upon 800 years independent history and Euro- 
pean servi ice together with the following years eclipse 
when was less nation. The function Poland 
Europe clearly indicated. early patrimony St. 
Peter, land and people defended the Holy See 

the pretensions the Empire. The sworn and 
apostle Catholic Europe’s culture, Poland succeeded 
where armed knights failed, and Lithuania was converted 
1387; the Polish Crown (as worn 
too often branded fanatic) encouraged the spontaneous 
Uniat movement the late sixteenth 
Henry saw Poland, Europe’s effective advocate the 
Federal Principle, the ‘bulwark and against 
Turks, Tartars, and Muscovites.” Accordingly, Dr. Ha- 
lecki defends John Sobieski’s attempt seventeenth 
century crusade piece realistic statesmanship. 


history Poland written Pole will naturally bring 

out number angles new the reader who has had 
restrict himself non-Polish writers. Thus Professor 
Halecki gives the lie the frequently accepted interpre- 


against 


Halecki Fast 


tation the Partitions. Far from presenting scene 
chaotic decadence that could set aright only under 
the enlightened tutelage altruistic big brothers, the 
realm under its last national king, Stanislas Augustus 
(Poniatowski), was the process promising intel- 
lectual and political regeneration—to the consternation 
watchful neighbors. Nor did the renascence bog down 
after the crime August, The Four Years’ 
Diet provided armed defence and the celebrated Constitu- 
tion the Third May (1791); the Third Estate was 
heard, the Veto and the free (usually foreign) 
election kings were abolished. Scales fell from all save 
Polish nobles’ eyes. Within five years the map Poland 
disappeared, erased that “natural solidarity all revo- 
lutionary totalitarian and “the immemorial 
German-Russian solidarity the project destroying 
Poland,” which the author sees, too, the partnership 
August, 1939. 


The remainder Halecki’s synthesis equally detailed 
and convincing. brings his narrative under- 
ground nation down the farce “Congress 
Poland,” successive tides nineteenth century Russifi- 
cation and Germanization, the ages revolution, waiting 
and disappointment the West’s indifference, the 
resurrection, reconstruction and final destruction that was 
again that brave people’s lot 1941 when the tale 
brought close. 


the year 1655, after Smolensk and had fallen 
the Russians and Warsaw and Cracow had gone 
the Swedes, the center Polish resistance shifted the 
Monastery ‘of Czestochowa where the prior, Augustine 
Kordecki, and few soldiers gathered about the Black 
Madonna. The Swedes retreated; all Poland rose around 
John Casimir against the invader. grateful king vowed 
that the Mother God should bear forever the title 
“Queen the Crown Poland,” and that the serfs 
should freed. Unfortunately the second promise was 
long the fulfilling; decision honor died the 
lips revolting massacred the Austrians just 
before the annexation the Republic Cracow (1846). 
final endorsement Professor Halecki and his ideals 
ought pointed out that not reactionary 
romanticist satisfied with mere reconquest the past. 
All Christendom joins him the plea that freedom from 
anxiety must, this time, the lot restored Poland; 
such ambient can the demands Democracy 


each maturity. 
Frank Fadner, 
University Scranton 


Fast, Howard. Patrick Henry and the Frigate’s Keel. 
Duell, Sloan and Pearce. Apr. 1945. 253p. $2.50. 


Howard Fast’s publishers have collected this volume 
twelve his short stories, most which had previously 
various periodicals during the past nine years. 
All the stories but one (Amos Todd’s Vinegar) belong 
time either the davs the American Revolution 
those the War 1812-15. Their setting ranges 
from the Atlantic the Middle West, from New England 
New Orleans. 

The opening tale, which gives the book its title, hardly 
story all, but rather sort allegorical pseudo-legend, 
telling how, from the ageing Patrick Henry, visiting Boston 


Van Duyn Dark 


1797, the spirit liberty passed into the frigate 
Constitution, then building there; how the victories the 
Constitution enkindled anew that spirit all over the 
land; how, when the spirit liberty again burned low, 
and thrifty men office planned break the old shi; 
useless, young Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote Old 
and shamed his countrymen out such ungrate- 
ful vandalism; and how the grand old frigate, long 
she endured, sent something the spirit liberty into 
those who went aboard her. 


Several the stories are bits historv, little all 
romanticized. Mr. Fast sketches Washirgton entering 
New York the end the Revolution; 
Lafitte, the pirate “who elevated his profession,” helning 
General Andrew Jackson the British New Orleans 
1815; the Irish-American sea rover, Gustavius Conyng- 
ham, hob with English commerce 1777; and 
Johnny Ordronaux—French birth, Jew blood, and 
American conviction—fighting one the gallantest 
sea fights naval history repelling British boarders 
from his clipper-built privateer, Prince 


1813. 


Four stories are little pictures life the Indian frontier 
during the Revolution and thereabout. the remaining 
three, one episode from pioneering 
across Arkansas; another tale Mad Anthony Wayne, 
American boy, and British spy; the third (somewhat 
incongruous with its fellows) yarn the Kansas 
just yesterday. 
these stories, Mr. Fast’s other writings, there 
breathes love what believes have been the out- 
standing virtues the men who made America—love 
liberty, patriotism, self-reliance, steadfast courage against 
odds, readiness subordinate selfish interests public 
honor and the common good—and haunting fear lest 
these virtues die out among us. his present tales, 
slight though most them are, link into book 
noble purpose deftly carried out, commenda- 
tion all adults and young people high school age. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


* * * 


Van Duyn, Janet. Married 
Williams. Howell, Soskin. April 24, 1945. 9-281p. 


plain that the author Married Them intended 
present with riotous book about the family into 
which she married, but what actually get meeting 
the Lake Mohonk Conference,” Mencken once said 
about something else. the materials for 
domestic novel are here: the MacLean family Parthia 
upstate New York, whose menfolk have been doctors 
for three generations; they shop, play cards, work, enter- 
tain: they have the squabbles, foibles and adventures 
typical American family what usually called “the 
middle Good novels have been and doubtless 
will written from such materials, but Miss Van Duyn’s 
first novel not one them. 


The chief difficulty that the author can report but can- 
not (or does not) create; events occur, but people never 
do. Not single character has spark life him 
(except Garth Williams’ illustrations, which flatter 


Best 


the text). One turns page after page intended humor 
which never clicks, almost never. detected 
laugh page 191, where astrologist advises client 
“to avoid shellfish and blueiays; beware women over 
forty whose last names began with the letter and 
means patronize chain stores August.” That’s 
good George Ade: the rest the book bad Margaret 
Halsey and worse Cornelia Otis Skinner. 


There more than hint snobbishness Chanter 
woman who serves the family seamstress, 
and the author comic relief. Cleary “went Mass 
every Sunday and Confession every other Thursday 
she prayed not only for herself, but, susnect, offered 
blanket confessions for the lot us. Our drinking 
and swearing, our lack method—everything was cate- 
gorically placed the disposal the priest, the hope 
that somebody would salvaged the Day Resur- 
rection. was tidy philosophy, sort 
You-Go plan, and kept vou from getting vourself head 
over heels debt the Almightv.” (p. 110). com- 
press such anthology theological errors into eight 
lines type mean achievement. 

Invocations the Deity are casual, 
less. One gathers that, the author’s view, this estab- 
lishes her characters modern, upstanding, independert 
persons. What the author doesn’t realize that makes 
them confoundedly tiresome. cannot recommend the 
book even people with time their hands—if there 
are any such nowadays. 

Phillips 


Washington, 


Dark, Eleanor. The Little Company. Macmillan. May 


1945.. 392p. $2.75. 


Not since the death Virginia Woolf has there come 
forth from the empire formless and dull and confusing 
Australian family during the war. Shoveling 
through the verbiage, would appear that the story con- 
cerns the love life one Gilbert Massey, who said 
novelist somewhat communistic tendencies. Re- 
flecting his pink views certain Nick, related some 
way other, who suspected the police using 
literary club blind for subversive activities. ends 
the army, bitter but still voluble. wife, 
psychopathic case—according the author, who mar- 
ried “well known specialist physiotherapy”—is 
suffering badly during the menopause, the 
house estrange her two daughters and her husband. 
The husband drifts into “empty” affair with another 
psychopathic case, regains his artistic assurance, and 
about write once more when the story ends. One 
the daughters engages series amorous contributions 
visiting American soldiers and dies pregnancy 
which one seems have suspected. For some reason, 
too, Aunt Bee drops and out the story; she 


flutters. does the time scheme: the reader must keep 


chart discover whether the stream consciousness 
relates events 1911, 1921 1941. 
does not guarantee that this the precise essence the 


novel; second reading failed clear things any 


The reviewer 


May 


bette 


Roch 
Apr. 


This 
scepti 
comn 
ment 
duty 
the 
devic: 
all 
very 
neithe 
shape 
better 
impro 
these 
them 
not 
becau 
with 
Roche 


There 
differe 
there 
too 
with 
ness 
Blame 
the 
not 


These 
and 
wide 
ciation 
not 
pass 


and 


Alling! 
Double 


Little 
respons 
a-hunti 
gunma: 
English 
the 
—in 


SELLERS 


humor 
client 
over 
and 


anter 
mstress, 
Mass 
hursday 
offered 
cate- 
hope 
head 
com- 
eight 


estab- 
makes 
ond the 
there 


come 
con- 
said 
Re- 
some 
using 
ends 
mar- 
out the 
usband. 
another 
and 
One 
ibutions 
egnancy 
reason, 
she 
ist keep 
the 
any 


May 15, 1945 


better. Perhaps others readers’ curiosity and patience may 
greater. 
James Edward Tobin, 


Roche, Aloysius. Between Ourselves. Longmans, Green. 


Apr. 15, 1945. 182p. $2.00. 


This book that might have been bitter cynical, 
sceptical pedantic. Examining those attitudes that 
commonly adopt the face circumstances and environ- 
ment, and the devices invent avoid doing our full 
duty while remaining satisfied with the half that do, 
the author assists removing the mask. Most those 
devices constitute escape from the notion personal 
responsibility, the author works restore this notion 
all its uncompromising implications. Humorously, but 
very insistently, moves admit ourselves that 
neither circumstances nor events shape us, but that 
shape ourselves view circumstances and events, for 
better worse. Personal improvement always 
moral conscience, religious and moral duty, 
these are the instruments our perfection. But use 
them instruments must first recognize them, and 
not yield the modern temptation abandon them 
because find them clumsy because they interfere 
with our freedom action. Like Lewis, Father 
Roche has the power make enter into ourselves. 


There are nineteen essays all, ranging over many 
different topics. Merely indicate the type essay, 
there one entitled Bad Luck, the point which that 
too many people attribute luck what really the fruit 
endeavor the lack it. Another, Sowing and 
Reaping, exposes the fallacy the modern discontent 
with the ten commandments and the illusion that happi- 
ness found their rejection. Assessing the 
Blame attacks the mentality that blames the cards, not 
the card-sharper; whiskey, not the drunkard; sex, and 
not the sex-pervert. people that mind blame the 
Church and religion for their own follies. 


These are but samples. The essays are all short, pointed, 
and pertinent. familiar, almost casual, style covers 
wide and ready scholarship penetrating appre- 
ciation the fundamental inconsistences modern 
quackeries. does not descend trivialities. does 
not condemn modern science, but only the “isms” that 
pass for science and the excesses that are mistaken for 
progress. This reviewer hopes that many will find profit 
and pleasure the book. 
Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


Crime Club---May Selection 


Allingham, Margery. Pearls Before Swine. Crime Club. 
Doubleday, Doran. May 1945. 240p. $2.00. 


Little did William Allingham, the Irish poet who was 
responsible for the haunting faéry line, daren’t 
for fear little men, think that one day little 
gunman dust jacket would hunt readers for 
English descendant his. Margery Allingham has much 
the glamorie associated with her ancestor’s elfin 
—in different way, course. Her forte seductive 
command over cockney humors the person 


Roche Allingham Index 


Lugg, ingratiating old lag the Weller pedigree 
who talks like Eighteenth Century prize-fighter, and 
ear almost keen Waugh’s for the chirping cadences 
upper class British slang. But best all she can 
claim her own that paladin among amateur sleuths, 
Mr. Albert Campion, who, leave last from overseas 
duty, drawn into murderous coil when the corpse 
woman appears unexpectedly his London flat 
while luxuriates the bathtub. host complica- 
tions ensues, including paste pearls, some strayed cases 
rare Vosnes 1904, enormous pig, gentle 
Bishop out Angela Thirkell, and shoal red her- 
rings only too often, unfortunately, left state sus- 
pended resolution. 


For the sad fact the matter that Pearls Before Swine 
(an irrelevantly jocose title, there ever was one) not 
vintage Allingham. Coming the wake those precious 
gems, Fashion Shrouds, Death Ghost, and Flowers 
for the Judge, almost case swill after pearls. 
Almost, but not quite. Miss Allingham, who was once 
characterized John Strachey one the detective 
novel’s “white hopes” along with Nicholas Blake and 
Michael Innes, maintains her flair for comedy unimpaired; 
the scene where the Bishop Devizes uncaps the bottle 
capital sport; so, invariably, the dialogue. But where, 
oh, where her plot sense? Her old power over atmos- 
phere? Her ability make the cauld grue crep down 
one’s Superintendent Yeo intimates that the knock 
the head Campion got Traitor’s Purse has slowed 
him up. Could be, you know; his detecting seems uncon- 
scionably laggard here. But still the unfailingly 
urbane, introspective English gentleman; and that some- 
thing era when our fictional Hawkshaws display 
distressing tendency towards dipsomania and bad man- 
ners. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College. 


Index This Volume 

Allingham, Pearls Before Swine, 41. 
1945. Ila 

Baker, Party Line, May 1945. 

Bemelmans, The Blue Danube, 30. May 1945. 

Bonsal, When the French Were Here, 10. Apr. 
1945. 

Bowers, The Young Jefferson, 1743-1789, 
1945. 

Breger, Joe, Apr. 1945. IIb 

Bromfield, Pleasant Valley, May 15, 1945. Ila 

Burhett, Time Young, 26. May 1945. IIb 

Caldwell, Wide House, May 1945. 

1945. 

Dark The Little Company, 40. May 15, 

Dunne, Padre Views South America, 
15, 1945. 

Durkin, Dooley Confederate Soldier, 25. May 

Ernst, The Best Yet, 21. May 1945. 

Fast, Patrick Henry and the Frigate’s Keel, 39. 
May 15, 1945. 

Freedom Only Word, 26. May 1945. 


May 15, 


Index 


Ford, Philadelphia Murder Story, 31. May 1945. 
Forman, Report from Red China, Apr. 1945. 


Fry, Surrender Demand, 31. May 1945. Ila 

Godden, Take Three Tenses, Fugue Time, 18. 
Apr. 15, 1945. 

Govan, Jennifer’s House, May 1945. IIb 

Halecki, History 39. May 15, 1945. 


Hayes, Who Walk With the Earth, 15, 
1945. 


Irwin, Young Bess, Apr. 1945. IIb 
Jensen, The Long Journey, 35. May 15, 1945. 
Secret Mission Submarine, Apr. 1945. 


Kent, The Bond Peace, Apr. 1945. 
Winds, Blow Gently, May 1945. 


Knight, Stream Sinister, p.12. Apr. 1945. Ila 
Lattimore, Solution Asia, Apr. 1945. Ila 
Lehmann, The Ballad and the Source, Apr. 

Lennon, Victoria Through the Looking Glass, 16. 
Apr. 15, 
Lewis, Beyond Personality, 38. May 15, 1945. 
Linton, The Science Man the World Crisis, 15. 
Apr. 15, 
Look, of. Movie Lot Beachhead, 28. May 
45. 
Lothar, The Prisoner, May 15, 1945. IIb 
MacLennan, Two Solitudes, 19. Apr. 15, 
Manchester, New World Machines, 15, 
1945. Ila 
Marsh, Ask Quarter, May 1945. IIb 
Marsh, Died the Wool, Apr. 1945. Ila 
Martin, The Outsiders, 20. Apr. 15, 1945. Ila 


Best SELLERS 


Maynard, Too Small World, 23. May 1945. 
Miller, The Far Shore, 28. May 1945. Ila 
Molloy, Pride’s Way, 34. May 15, 1945. IIb 
Now That April’s There, 16. Apr. 15, 
Norris, Fighting Liberal, 15, 1945. 
O’Hara, Pipe Night, 18. Apr. 15, 1945. IIb 
Plum, State Department Cat, 11. Apr. 1945. 
Ratcliff, Yellow Magic. The Story Penicillin, 
Apr. 
Reik, The Unknown Murderer, Apr. 1945. 
Rice, The Lucky Stiff, 19. Apr. 15, 1945. Ila 
Roche, Between Ourselves, 41. 
Rogers, Father Theobald Mathew, Apostle Temper- 
ance, Apr. 1945. 


1945. 
Shay, The Private Adventure Captain Shaw, 
Apr. 1945. IIb 
Smith, Magic Lantern, 29. May 1945. 
Stewart, Names the Land, 36. May 15, 1945. 
September Remember, 30. May 1945. 
Tolischus, Through Japanese Eyes, 36. 
1945. Ila 
Train, Mr. Tutt Finds Way, 28. May 1945. 
Tucker, Some These Days, Apr. 1945. 
Van Duyn, Married Them, 40. May 15, 1945. 
White, Report the Russians, 15, 
1945. 
Wolfert, American Guerrilla the Philippines, 25. 
May 


May 15, 1945. 


Forest 
May 


their 
furthe 
series 
Work 
own 
but 
milita: 
army 
ciples 


marrie 
with 
Forgot 
countr 
quarte 
Londo 
act 
and 
Eng 
advant 
weaker 
requiri 
singl 
place 
the 
waveril 
was 
Port 
would 
brother 


